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COLLEEN OWENS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Colleen 
Owens for her award of Colorado’s 2016 High 
School Principal of the Year. The Colorado 
Association of School Executives (CASE) and 
a committee of her peers from the Colorado 
Association of Secondary School Principals 
(CASSP) chose Principal Owens for this 
award. 

For over five years Principal Owens has 
passionately worked to be a positive influence 
in the lives of students, teachers, parents and 
our community. She has sought to eliminate 
and improve upon many of the issues the 
school was facing, including a drastically de-
creasing enrollment of nearly 100 students per 
year. Her tireless efforts to help establish a 
firm sense of community to ‘‘RamNation’’ (as 
the school community is called) have helped 
to stabilize and reach new levels of engage-
ment and achievement. She was also instru-
mental in bringing the one-of-a-kind Academy 
Program—which offers courses ranging from 
engineering, health, business, performing arts, 
global studies, and more—to help students 
prepare for college and other career opportu-
nities. 

Principal Owens’s roots are deep within 
Green Mountain School. An alumna herself, 
she has served diverse roles at Green Moun-
tain High School including student, teacher 
and assistant principal. In addition to sup-
porting student success through the Academy 
model, Principal Owens promotes strong in-
struction and teacher development through 
Professional Learning Communities. Beyond 
her role in leading both students and staff, 
Owens has worked vigorously to strengthen 
the school’s communication. 

To say she is an accomplished adminis-
trator is an understatement. Principal Owens’ 
dedication and enthusiasm for education is re-
flected in her exemplary contributions to the 
profession. I extend my deepest thanks to 
Principal Owens for her service to the stu-
dents of Green Mountain High School. Thank 
you for your continuous dedication to edu-
cation and to our local community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WORKERS’ 
MEMORIAL DAY 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize April 28 as Workers’ Memorial Day, 
and to honor the men and women around the 
world who have suffered injuries or lost their 
lives in the workplace. 

In Connecticut, the unions of the AFL–CIO 
are observing Workers’ Memorial Day today 
with ceremonies on the steps of our State 
Capitol in Hartford and at the Workers Memo-
rial in the Town of Groton’s Washington Park. 

Last Saturday was the 29th anniversary of 
one of the worst workplace disasters in Con-
necticut’s history. On April 23, 1987, 

L’Ambiance Plaza, a 16-story building under 
construction in Bridgeport, collapsed. Twenty- 
eight construction workers lost their lives. 

This disaster was preventable, and it was a 
wakeup call for Connecticut—and for our na-
tion—that we can never afford to take work-
place safety for granted. We’ve made some 
progress in the three decades since the 
L’Ambiance Plaza tragedy, but in the United 
States, 13 workers still die on the job during 
an average workday. 

In Connecticut, 33 men and women died 
due to workplace accidents in 2014. That’s 
more than two workers every month, just in 
my state, who don’t return home to their loved 
ones at the end of a shift. 

Nearly half of these men and women 
worked in the construction, transportation, and 
warehousing industries—industries that sus-
tain thousands of Connecticut jobs. These 
workers are powering the economy of our 
state and of the nation, and we have a re-
sponsibility to keep them safe. 

Today, on Workers’ Memorial Day, we 
honor the memories and sacrifices of the thou-
sands of men and women throughout the 
world who have been injured or lost their lives 
while doing their job. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF 
DIANNA MARIE HEGEDUIS ON 
THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
HER PASSING 

HON. JOSEPH J. HECK 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Dianna Marie Hegeduis 
for her service to the state of Nevada. 

Dianna was a resident of Las Vegas for 35 
years and passed away on May 6, 2011, just 
five years ago. 

A 1992 graduate of UNLV, Dianna pursued 
a legal education at Brigham Young University 
before returning to Nevada to start her career. 

In her professional life, Dianna served as 
the executive director and general counsel for 
the Nevada Board of Osteopathic Medicine, 
where she worked to help improve access to 
medical care for Nevada residents in rural 
areas. 

She also served as the Chief Deputy Attor-
ney for the State of Nevada under Attorney 
General Brian Sandoval, arguing and winning 
several key cases before the Nevada Su-
preme Court. 

But it was in her spare time serving as a 
community volunteer where Dianna made the 
most lasting impact on those around her. 

She mentored young attorneys and helped 
them with job placements. 

She served as a volunteer judge for high 
school debate competitions. 

She was active in assisting members of our 
senior citizen community with their everyday 
needs. 

Dianna Marie Hegeduis was an exemplary 
Las Vegan and Nevadan, and it is my great 
honor to join with her friends and family today 
to memorialize her dedication to the Silver 
State. 

CELEBRATING FORT LUPTON 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate Fort Lupton Middle School for its 
recognition as an Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) National Demonstration 
school and an AVID School of Distinction, as 
well as for winning the coveted Game Plan for 
Success Award. 

These merits are most deserved. Staying 
true to their motto, ‘‘Every Student, Every Day, 
Achieves and Learns,’’ the students, teachers, 
and administration of Fort Lupton have dedi-
cated themselves to the pursuit of education 
and the pursuit of college and career readi-
ness. 

If you walk through Fort Lupton, you will see 
data from the latest benchmark exams dis-
played throughout the building, celebrating 
success and conveying the need to work hard 
and aim high. It is because of the school’s 
commitment to hard work and data-driven 
teaching that they have earned the prestigious 
Game Plan for Success Award. To honor this 
achievement, U.S. Women’s National Soccer 
Star Megan Rapinoe presented the school 
with the $5,000 prize and shared with the stu-
dents tips for success in and out of the class-
room. 

Today, I also honor the principal of Fort 
Lupton Middle School, Candace Kensinger. 
Ms. Kensinger has shown incredible leader-
ship and her passion for education is an inspi-
ration for students and educators alike. 

Mr. Speaker, I send my sincerest congratu-
lations to the entire Fort Lupton Middle School 
community. Their academic success serves as 
an example throughout Colorado and the 
United States of America. 

f 

CHAZ VIGIL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Chaz Vigil for 
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Chaz Vigil is a 12th grader at Arvada High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Chaz Vigil 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Chaz Vigil for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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CELEBRATING PAY IT FORWARD 

DAY IN KENTUCKY 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in celebration of Pay It Forward Day 
in Kentucky, as declared by Governor Matt 
Bevin to be recognized on April 28, 2016. I 
commend community, state and national lead-
ers alike for promoting the spirit of goodwill 
and neighborly kindness through this nation-
wide effort. 

Whereas, the aim of the Pay It Forward 
concept is to promote community spirit 
through acts of kindness; 

Whereas, Pay It Forward Day is a world-
wide effort being supported by people in more 
than 70 countries on six continents; 

Whereas, Pay It Forward Day encourages 
people to do good deeds for others without 
asking for anything in return except for the re-
cipients to pay it forward to others in need; 
and 

Whereas, together we can make a dif-
ference by creating positive change in our 
community and world—one good deed at a 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage the Kentucky del-
egation, along with my colleagues in the U.S. 
House of Representatives to continue per-
sonal efforts to ‘‘Pay It Forward’’ with simple 
acts of kindness in their own congressional 
districts across the country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA 
CUNNINGHAM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Barbara 
Cunningham of Shenandoah, Iowa, for her up-
coming retirement from the NEA on August 
31st, 2016. For 35 years, Barbara served our 
community, and state as an educator in the 
Shenandoah Community School District, and 
an additional six years on the NEA-Retired 
Board of Directors. 

Barbara has dedicated her life to teaching 
and enriching the lives of young people, and 
began her journey as a teacher right after 
completing her education. Barbara found the 
Shenandoah Community School District was 
the best fit for her as a physical education 
(PE) instructor. The supplies and facilities 
were limited—Barbara describes the original 
gym as the size of a tractor trailer—yet Bar-
bara made the best of it, as most of our teach-
ers do, and focused on teaching her kids with 
what they had. Her positive attitude and dedi-
cation to her students left a lasting impact that 
cannot be measured. 

For the last six years, Barbara has served 
on the NEA-Retired Board of Directors. She is 
a dedicated public servant who, even after re-
tiring from teaching, continued to do more to 
help our youth and communities. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Barbara today as she approaches her retire-
ment. Her expertise and hard work will be 

sorely missed by her colleagues and all those 
she has worked with over the years. I ask my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Bar-
bara for her nearly 40 years of dedicated serv-
ice and in wishing her nothing but continued 
success in her retirement. 

f 

REMARKS IN HONOR OF THE 
SERVICE OF COLONEL DAVID 
HAMILTON 

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY III 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the service of Colonel David Hamilton, of the 
United States Army for his extraordinary dedi-
cation to duty and service to our nation. Colo-
nel Hamilton was born in Kingston, Jamaica 
and grew up in Holliston, Massachusetts. He 
began his career in the Army in 1984 after re-
ceiving a nomination to attend West Point 
from my great-uncle, the late Senator Edward 
Kennedy. Colonel Hamilton was commis-
sioned as a Field Artilleryman upon graduation 
from the United States Military Academy at 
West Point in 1988. 

Throughout his military career, his many as-
signments included serving as a Platoon 
Leader during Operation Desert Shield/Storm 
and then Company Fire Support Officer in the 
82nd Airborne Division. As a Captain, Colonel 
Hamilton commanded two batteries and de-
ployed his unit to Bosnia in support of Oper-
ation Joint Guard. After battery command, he 
served as an Instructor at the School of Artil-
lery in Puckapunyal, Australia. 

Upon his return, Colonel Hamilton served in 
the 2nd of the Army’s two Stryker brigades 
while at Fort Lewis before becoming the Mis-
sion Commander, Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency, Detachment-San Francisco from 2004 
to 2006. He then departed for Korea where he 
commanded a Field Artillery Paladin battalion 
in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division before de-
ploying to Iraq to serve as an Analyst and 
Deputy Director in the Multi-National Corps- 
Iraq Commander’s Initiatives Group at Camp 
Victory, Iraq from 2008 to 2009. 

After concluding his deployment in Iraq, 
Colonel Hamilton was the Chief of the Training 
and Evaluation Division for the Brigade Mod-
ernization Command at Ft. Bliss, TX, before 
commanding the 212th Fires Brigade in the 
Army’s 1st Armored Division from August 
2011 to July 2013. 

From July 1st, 2014 to April 29th, 2016 
Colonel Hamilton served as the Chief of the 
Army House Liaison Division, fostering a stra-
tegic partnership with both the 113th and 
114th Congress and working tirelessly to navi-
gate the complex issues the Army faced dur-
ing the last two legislative cycles. 

With every deployment and every assign-
ment, Colonel Hamilton brought unparalleled 
leadership and unquestioned commitment to 
the men and women serving beside him. 

While he never sought recognition, he has 
earned numerous military awards for his ac-
complishments, including the Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Hu-
manitarian Service Medal, the NATO Medal, 
the Senior Parachutist Badge, the Ranger 
Tab, and British Jump Wings. 

In light of his achievements, the Army has 
assigned him to serve next as an Assistant Di-
vision Commander in the historic 3rd Infantry 
Division at Fort Stewart, GA. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
Colonel David Hamilton’s successful and 
decorated career as he and his family proceed 
to their next chapter. We are a nation grateful 
for the military service of the men, women, 
and families who sacrifice in defense of our 
freedom. I wish Colonel Hamilton and his fam-
ily the best. 

f 

CODY FLOORING AND TILE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cody Flooring 
and Tile for receiving the Golden Rotary Eth-
ics in Business Award. 

The Ethics in Business Award was estab-
lished by the Golden Rotary to honor for profit 
and non-profit businesses. The recipients of 
this award must maintain integrity, conviction 
and possess high ethical standards, dem-
onstrated by treatment of customers, employ-
ees, community and the environment. 

Cody Flooring and Tile is a staple of the 
Golden community and has built its brand on 
a foundation of exceptional service and loyal 
relationships with customers. Steve Barrow 
founded the company out of his garage in 
Golden in 1996. While Steve is still president 
and the business remains based in Golden, 
the company has transformed, creating jobs, 
moving into a beautiful headquarters and ex-
panding business to six states. This year, 
Cody Flooring and Tile celebrates 20 success-
ful years of business, and I have no doubt 
they will find success in the next 20 years. 

To Steve and all the employees of Cody 
Flooring and Tile, congratulations on receiving 
the Golden Rotary Ethics in Business Award, 
and thank you for all you do for the Golden 
community. 

f 

COMMENDING DR. ANDREW W. 
GURMAN, FOR BEING ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Dr. Andrew W. Gurman on his inau-
guration as President of the American Medical 
Association on June 14th, 2016. 

A native of New York, Dr. Gurman received 
his medical degree from the State University 
of New York Upstate Medical University, Syra-
cuse, in 1980. He served his surgical intern-
ship in Bronx, New York, completing and fol-
lowing his passion for hand surgery at the 
Hospital for Joint Disease Orthopedic Institute 
in New York City. 

In addition to his career as an orthopedic 
hand surgeon in Altoona, Pennsylvania, Dr. 
Gurman has served as the speaker and vice 
speaker of the AMA House of Delegates for 
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